Supporting Evidence

Thatcham Town Centre Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO)

The Thatcham Town Centre PSPO has been in place since 11/11/2022 and will expire
in November 2025 after three years if it is not extended.

A PSPO can either be discharged, extended or varied.

There is no requirement to vary the current PSPO.

A PSPO can only be extended if West Berkshire Council is satisfied there are
reasonable grounds to do so as set out in the Anti-Social Crime and Policing Act 2014.

The Test

Under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act, 2014, a Public Spaces
Protection Order (PSPQO), can be extended by West Berkshire Council for a period of
up to three years if it is satisfied on reasonable grounds that doing so, is necessary to
prevent —

(a) occurrence or recurrence after that time of the activities identified in the order, or

(b) an increase in the frequency or seriousness of those activities after that time.

The current restrictions in Thatcham town centre is:

Anti-Social Behaviour Restriction:

"Any person behaving in a manner that has caused, or is likely to cause, nuisance,
harassment, alarm or distress must leave the restricted area when requested to do so
by an authorised officer for a specified time, and not to return to the area for a period
not exceeding 24 hours".

Thames Valley Police have requested that the PSPO in Thatcham town centre be
extended for a further three years to prevent a recurrence or escalation of anti-social
behaviour, as outlined in Section 60 of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing
Act 2014.

The PSPO is a preventative tool and provides a level of protection for business and the
community. Police use discretion when enforcing the PSPO which continues to be a
trusted and proactive tool at their disposal.

Thatcham town centre has historically been a hotspot area for anti-social behaviour.
The area remains on the police patrol plan. The Broadway area within Thatcham town
centre remains the second highest anti-social behaviour hotspot in West Berkshire
and requires ongoing monitoring and intervention.

Effectiveness of Enforcement.

12 Directions to Leave have been issued: only 1 breach reported.

This indicates individuals are complying with the ‘directions to leave’ which are helping
to de-escalate situations, people are not returning to the area and further incidents of
anti-social behaviour are prevented.



Ongoing anti-social behaviour
Rolling data from 18/07/2024 — 17/07/2025 shows an increase from 334 to 453 reports
of anti-social behaviour crime and incidents.

ASB incidents have increased from 265 to 341.

For the year 2024/25: 40 incidents were reported: 20 relate to anti-social behaviour in
the community, 5 public order incidents, 3 related to suspicions persons/vehicles and
3 criminal damages.

Targeted Interventions
Include issuing of 2 Community Protection Warnings post Halloween 2024 following a
serious incident and 6 Youth Justice Support letters.

There is no recorded negative feedback or evidence of displacement from the current
PSPO in Thatcham town centre.



