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This Highways Technical Note has been prepared in support of a planning appeal relating to land south of
Sandhill, Hermitage and north of Little Hungerford, Thatcham (herein referred to as ‘the site’). The land is in
residential use with the appeal relating to part-retrospective development, however, the layout on the land is
not currently respective of the proposal put forward by the applicant that would be implemented on site and
planning consent is being sought for the construction of five static caravan sites within the plot of land, along
with an access road. The site is located to the north-west of Hermitage Village Hall, with access taken off the
B4009.

The site lies to the eastern side of the B4009, to the north of Little Hungerford. The B4009 is a two-way single
carriageway, within the vicinity of the access the road is subject to a 30miles per hour speed limit, to the
north the road becomes national speed limit of 60miles per hour. The site lies 1.5km north-east of the village
centre of Hermitage, the surrounding area can be categorised as residential and agricultural.

The application (West Berkshire reference: 23/00815/FUL) was originally recommended for approval by West
Berkshire, however this was overturned at planning committee with reasons for refusal on highway grounds
relating to achievable visibility splays to the north of the site as well as the suitability of the footway network.
The scheme is how subject to appeal, with the council submitting a Statement of Case dated February 2025,
in which it states:

‘Although the LHA approved the proposed access arrangements, this was overruled at planning committee.
To achieve the required visibility splay to the south of the access, existing vegetation would need to be
removed, therefore the condition above was submitted.

Similarly, the removal of vegetation to the north of the site access would also be required. However, drawing
2305055-01 does not show the existing speed gateway located to the north of the site access on the eastern
verge. This was therefore not identified as a visibility constraint by the LHA.'

To ensure visibility can be achieved the village gateway sign can be relocated outside of the visibility splay to
ensure visibility can be achieved and not be obscured. Ultimately it is a matter for any Section 278 legal
agreement as part of the wider access arrangements to establish an appropriate location for the signage.

The sign in question is illustrated below within Figure 2.1, with drawing 2305055-01 B illustrating the potential
relocation of the sign along with clear visibility splay within
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Figure 2.1 - Location of Gateway Welcome Sign

Along the eastern edge of the B4009, it is proposed a 1 metre wide footway will be constructed to the south
of the site access to connect with the current footway. Within the Statement of Case it stated that the proposed
1metre wide footway is too narrow and does not reach the minimum requirement of 1.5 metres. The footway
would only be approximately 10 metres in length.

Whilst the above is noted, the provision of the 1 metre footway is preferable to the existing situation where
no footway exists. Furthermore, the current footway to the south of the site, fronting the neighbouring
property measures approximately 1 metre in width and has served the dwellings to the south for a period of
time.

The proposed footway would only serve future residents of the 5 units so would not have a large footfall. One
metre is a sufficient width to allow a pram/ pushchair to safely navigate to the south, as well as a wheelchair.
Although it will not allow two prams/ pushchairs to pass each other the likelihood of this happening is highly
unlikely considering likely levels of pedestrian footfall that would be experienced. Therefore the footway even
at 1 metre in width is a material improvement and improves access for residents thus reducing the reliance
on car borne trips.

Notwithstanding, if a 1.5 metre width footway is required, this alteration can simply be secured by way of
planning condition, and the applicant would be agreeable to its imposition.

This Technical Note has shown that the visibility concern can easily be corrected to ensure there is a clear line
to the north of the access. The provision of a 1 metre wide footway is in effect a continuation of the existing
footway to the south, and would cater for all users when considering the very infrequent pedestrian trips likely
to use the footway.

On the basis of the above review, there is no reason why the proposed scheme should be resisted on highway
grounds.
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Visibility Splay and Footway Provision
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