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4. Proposed Changes 
 
Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan Review legally 
compliant or sound, having regard to the tests you have identified above (Please note that 
non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).  
 
You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

Please see enclosed representations letter. 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No X   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

  

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
 
6. Notification of Progress of the Local Plan Review 
 
Do you wish to be notified of any of the following?  
 

Please tick all that apply: Tick 

The submission of the Local Plan Review for Independent Examination X 

The publication of the report of the Inspector appointed to carry out the examination X 
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The adoption of the Local Plan Review  X 

 
Please ensure that we have either an up to date email address or postal address at which we can 
contact you.  You can amend your contact details by logging onto your account on the Local Plan 
Consultation Portal or by contacting the Planning Policy team.  
 

Signature 

for and on behalf of BYM Capital 

Date 01.03.23 

 
Your completed representations must be received by the Council by 4:30pm on  
Friday 3 March 2023. 
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Draft Policy DM32 seeks to safeguard employment land, however, there is no longer any existing office 

(or other employment) use at the Overbridge Square site, and this is unlikely to change within the Plan 

period, given the residential leases within the existing buildings.  

In light of the above, BYM Capital object to the extent of the Hambridge Road/Lane DEA designation as 

it is not justified and, therefore, it fails the soundness test. To remedy this objection, BYM Capital 

request that the land comprising the Overbridge Square site, shown at Annex 1, is removed from the 

Hambridge Road/Lane DEA designation.  

This approach would be consistent with changes already proposed to DEA’s elsewhere in West 

Berkshire, for example at Newbury Business Park:  

• Emerald House, Newbury Business Park, London Road: PDR approval on 8th May 2018 for 

the change of use from offices (B1a) to 138 residential units (C3). This site was consequently 

removed from DEA through the Local Plan Review.  

• Lambourn House, Derby House and Nexus House, Newbury Business Park, London 

Road: PDR approval on 15th May 2017 for the conversion of Lambourn House, Derby House and 

Nexus House into 129 x 1 bed flats (C3). This site was consequently removed as DEA land through 

the Local Plan Review.  

These sites have been removed from DEA designations due to their residential use. BYM Capital 

requests that this approach is appropriate for the Overbridge Square site in Newbury.  

Concluding Remarks 

The existing use of the Overbridge Square site is residential. It does comprise any employment uses, and 

hence, its inclusion within a proposed Designated Employment Area is not justified nor appropriate. We 

request that the site be removed from the DEA designation, as has been the case with other comparable 

residential sites in the District. 

We reserve the right to appear at the Local Plan Review Examination in Public should our objection not 

be suitably addressed by WBC. 

Please contact me or my colleagues, Alan Hughes or Harry Payne, at this office should you wish to 

discuss these representations further.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Amy Lomath 

Senior Planner 
 
 

 

 

 

Copy 

Dean Jordan, Head of Planning – BYM Capital 
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Annex 1: Overbridge Square Site 
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Annex 2: Reg 19 Policies Map Extract 




