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Do you consider the Local Plan Review complies with the Duty to Co-operate?  

 

Yes 
 
X 

No    

 
Please give reasons for your answer:  

n/a 

4. Proposed Changes 
 
Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan Review legally 
compliant or sound, having regard to the tests you have identified above (Please note that 
non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).  
 
You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

 
n/a 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No x   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

 n/a 

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
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5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No x   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

 n/a 

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
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Yes 
 
X 

No    

 
Please give reasons for your answer:  

n/a 

4. Proposed Changes 
 
Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan Review legally 
compliant or sound, having regard to the tests you have identified above (Please note that 
non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).  
 
You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

 
Propose amending the wording  
 

A network of green infrastructure to be provided which will: 

Conserve the areas of ancient woodland and provide appropriate buffers between the development 

and the ancient woodland; 

  
To read 
 

A network of green infrastructure to be provided which will: 

Conserve the areas of ancient woodland and provide appropriate buffers between the development 

and the ancient woodland, and appropriate Root Protection Areas for ancient & veteran trees; 

 

This will make the policy more robust in delivering the same protection for important trees as ancient 
woodland, as required by the NPPF. 
 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No x   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

 n/a 

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
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Positively Prepared: The plan provides a strategy which, as a minimum, 
seeks to meet the area’s objectively assessed need and is informed by 
agreements with other authorities, so that unmet need from neighbouring 
areas is accommodated where practical to do so and is consistent with 
achieving sustainable development 

x  

Justified: the plan is an appropriate strategy, taking into account the 
reasonable alternatives, and based on proportionate evidence 

x  

Effective: the plan is deliverable over the plan period and based on effective 
joint working on cross-boundary strategic matters that have been dealt with 
rather than deferred, as evidenced by the statement of common ground 

x  

Consistent with national policy: the plan should enable the delivery of 
sustainable development in accordance with the policies of the NPPF 

 x 

 
Please give reasons for your answer:  

 
The site is adjacent to the following areas of ancient woodland which require protection in line with 
the NPPF but there is no specific wording to address this in the policy. 
 

• The plantation (SU52056829) ASNW 2.92 Ha 

• Hartshill Copse (SU52706889) ASNW 22.82 Ha 

• Unnamed (SU53236822) ASNW 1.08 Ha 

• Unnamed (SU53346802) PAWS 2.01 Ha 

• Long Grove Copse (SU53646771) ASNW 18.02 Ha 

• Blacklands Copse (SU54216798) PAWS 27.63 Ha 

We therefore propose amended wording to include requirement for appropriate buffers for adjacent 

ancient woodland. 

 

 
3. Complies with the Duty to Co-operate 
 
Please see the guidance note for an explanation of what ‘Duty to Cooperate’ means. 
 
Do you consider the Local Plan Review complies with the Duty to Co-operate?  

 

Yes 
 
x 

No    

 
Please give reasons for your answer:  

n/a 

4. Proposed Changes 
 
Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan Review legally 
compliant or sound, having regard to the tests you have identified above (Please note that 
non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).  
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You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

In order to comply with the NPPF requirement to protect ancient woodland and in line with draft LP 
Policy DM15, we propose the following change. 
 
Amend the wording  
 

An Ecology Strategy which will set out: 

a Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy to show how net gain will be achieved including through habitat 

restoration and linkages; 

how priority habitats and ecological features will be protected and enhanced; 

the creation of new ecological features; and 

a site-wide management plan. 

 
To read 

 

An Ecology Strategy which will set out: 

a Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy to show how net gain will be achieved including through habitat 

restoration and linkages; 

how priority habitats and ecological features will be protected and enhanced, including appropriate 

buffers for the areas of ancient woodland adjacent to the site (in line with policy DM15) 

the creation of new ecological features; and 

a site-wide management plan. 

 
 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No x   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

 n/a 

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
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You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

n/a 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No x   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

 n/a 

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
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You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

We request that an accurate map of the adjacent ancient woodland be provided to accompany the 
policy.  A screenshot of the relevant layer of Defra Magic Maps is given below.  
 

  
 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No x   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

 n/a 

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
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You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

n/a 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No x   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

 n/a 

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
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seeks to meet the area’s objectively assessed need and is informed by 
agreements with other authorities, so that unmet need from neighbouring 
areas is accommodated where practical to do so and is consistent with 
achieving sustainable development 

Justified: the plan is an appropriate strategy, taking into account the 
reasonable alternatives, and based on proportionate evidence 

x  

Effective: the plan is deliverable over the plan period and based on effective 
joint working on cross-boundary strategic matters that have been dealt with 
rather than deferred, as evidenced by the statement of common ground 

x  

Consistent with national policy: the plan should enable the delivery of 
sustainable development in accordance with the policies of the NPPF 

x  

 
Please give reasons for your answer:  

The NPPF requires protection for ancient woodland. 
 
This site is adjacent to ancient woodland, Long Copse (SU44036489) ASNW 4.71 Ha. 
 
We support the policy wording  
 

e. Provide an appropriate buffer of at least 15m between the development and the Ancient Woodland 

at Long Copse Wood., The precise buffer will be determined through detailed assessment and design 

when proposals are submitted for development. A 10m woodland buffer along the northern and 

western boundaries of the site to link to Long Copse Wood and tree planting along the southern 

boundary of the site should also be provided. These must be in place before the occupation of the site; 
 
3. Complies with the Duty to Co-operate 
 
Please see the guidance note for an explanation of what ‘Duty to Cooperate’ means. 
 
Do you consider the Local Plan Review complies with the Duty to Co-operate?  

 

Yes 
 
x 

No    

 
Please give reasons for your answer:  

n/a 

4. Proposed Changes 
 
Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan Review legally 
compliant or sound, having regard to the tests you have identified above (Please note that 
non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).  
 
You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  

n/a 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
 

Yes 
 
 

No x   
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If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  

 n/a 

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
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6. Notification of Progress of the Local Plan Review 
 
Do you wish to be notified of any of the following?  
 

Please tick all that apply: Tick 

The submission of the Local Plan Review for Independent Examination X 

The publication of the report of the Inspector appointed to carry out the examination X 

The adoption of the Local Plan Review  X 

 
Please ensure that we have either an up to date email address or postal address at which we can 
contact you.  You can amend your contact details by logging onto your account on the Local Plan 
Consultation Portal or by contacting the Planning Policy team.  
 

Signature  Date 2 March 2023 

 
Your completed representations must be received by the Council by 4:30pm on  
Friday 3 March 2023. 






