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1. Do you consider the Local Plan Review is legally compliant?

Please see the guidance note for an explanation of what 'legally compliant' means

Yes

2. Do you consider the Local Plan Review is sound?

Please see the guidance notes for an explanation of what ‘soundness’ means.

The soundness of the LPR should be assessed against the following criteria from the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF).

Please tick all that apply:

Positively Prepared:The plan provides a strategy which,
as a minimum, seeks to meet the area’s objectively

No

assessed need and is informed by agreements with
other authorities, so that unmet need from neighbouring
areas is accommodated where practical to do so and is
consistent with achieving sustainable development.
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Justified: the plan is an appropriate strategy, taking into
account the reasonable alternatives, and based on
proportionate evidence.

No

Effective: the plan is deliverable over the plan period
and based on effective joint working on cross-boundary
strategic matters that have been dealt with rather than
deferred, as evidenced by the statement of common
ground.

Consistent with national policy: the plan should enable
the delivery of sustainable development in accordance
with the policies of the NPPF.

Please give reasons for your answer

Given that only a small percentage of land in West Berkshire is free of planning restrictions, this places
an enormous burden on the area and its residents of the small area that can be developed.  New
developments will fundamentally change the nature of the area in a way residents do not welcome,
plus bring disturbance not only during building phases but forevermore because of the significantly
increased population. This expansion is manifestly unfair on the residents of Newbury and Thatcham
whilst the West Berkshire population outside of the two towns are unscathed.  Surely the number of
new houses required should be proportional to the area that is free of restrictions to take them? We
should not be fitting the number of houses specified for a large district into such a small part of it. The
result will be widening the divide between town and countryside that is not so great at the moment
and will irrevocably change the ambience of West Berkshire.  It should be taken into account that
unless a considerable part of West Berkshire land is released from planning restrictions in the future
there will be further pressure to build large number of houses around Newbury and Thatcham in the
plan beyond 2039, and thus the size of new development needs to smaller and taken slower - in
proportion to the amount of land free of planning restrictions.

3. Do you consider the Local Plan Review complies with the Duty to Co-operate?

Please see the guidance note for an explanation of what ‘Duty to Cooperate’ means.

Yes

4. Proposed Changes

Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan Review legally compliant
or sound, having regard to the tests you have identified above (Please note that non-compliance with
the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).

You will need to say why this change willmake the Local Plan Review legally compliant or sound. It will be
helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as
precise as possible.

The plan will become sound if the amount of development is proportional to the ratio of land available
for development compared to the overall area of the district.

5. Independent Examination

NoIf your representation is seeking a change, do you
consider it necessary to participate at the examination
hearing session(s)?

6. Notification of Progress of the Local Plan Review

Do you wish to be notified of any of the following?
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Please tick all that apply

The submission of the Local Plan Review for
Independent Examination

Yes

The publication of the report of the Inspector appointed
to carry out the examination

Yes

The adoption of the Local Plan Review Yes
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If Thatcham is to be expanded by a third of its current size there is no guarantee there will be 
sufficient local employment and the poor routes north and south make employment opportunities in 
these directions, i.e. Basingstoke, Andover, Chilton, Abingdon, Wallingford and Oxford, etc, not very 
difficult for travelling. 
 
Additionally, aside from traveling to and from work, for a whole host of reasons on occasions the 
population of Thatcham need to travel out of the vicinity and this also suffers from impairment north 
and south. 
 
The healthy development of Thatcham will be impaired, and will adversely impact Newbury and 
local villages, without unimpaired transport links north and south.  Thus I do not think the plan is 
sound, or competent in this respect. 
 
3. Complies with the Duty to Co-operate 
 
Please see the guidance note for an explanation of what ‘Duty to Cooperate’ means. 
 
Do you consider the Local Plan Review complies with the Duty to Co-operate?  

 

Yes Y 
 No    

 
Please give reasons for your answer:  
 

4. Proposed Changes 
 
Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan Review legally 
compliant or sound, having regard to the tests you have identified above (Please note that 
non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination).  
 
You will need to say why this change will make the LPR legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful 
if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as 
precise as possible.  
Major regional investment is required to give Thatcham independent and unimpaired transport 
corridors north and south and is not sound without such provision. 

 
5. Independent Examination 
 
If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate at the 
examination hearing session(s)?   
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Yes  
 No N   

 
If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline why you consider this to 
be necessary:  
  

 
Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who 
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.  
 
6. Notification of Progress of the Local Plan Review 
 
Do you wish to be notified of any of the following?  
 
Please tick all that apply: Tick 

The submission of the Local Plan Review for Independent Examination Y 

The publication of the report of the Inspector appointed to carry out the examination Y 

The adoption of the Local Plan Review  Y 
 
Please ensure that we have either an up to date email address or postal address at which we can 
contact you.  You can amend your contact details by logging onto your account on the Local Plan 
Consultation Portal or by contacting the Planning Policy team.  
 

Signature  Date 1st March 2023 

 
Your completed representations must be received by the Council by 4:30pm on  
Friday 3 March 2023. 
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