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Section 1 Introduction

What is the Core Strategy?

1.1 The Core Strategy is the first development plan document (DPD) within West Berkshire’s new
Local Plan. It sets out a long term vision for West Berkshire to 2026 and translates this into spatial
terms, setting out proposals for where development will go, and how this development will be built.

The Core Strategy aims to make the different settlements within West Berkshire even more attractive
places within which to live, work and enjoy leisure time. The Core Strategy provides an overall
framework for the more detailed policies and site specific proposals to be contained in other documents
of the Local Plan. Some of the policies contained in the previous Local Plan M have been saved and
will remain in force until replaced by the Site Allocations and Delivery DPD.

1.2 The Government published the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in March 2012.
At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. The Council intends
to achieve this presumption in accordance with the following policy:

Planning applications that accord with the policies in the Development Plan for West Berkshire
will be approved without delay, unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

When considering development proposals, the Council will take a positive approach that reflects
the presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in the National Planning Policy
Framework. It will always work proactively with applicants jointly to find solutions which mean
that proposals can be approved wherever possible, and to secure development that improves
the economic, social and environmental conditions in the area.

Where there are no policies relevant to the application, or relevant policies are out of date at the
time of making the decision, then the Council will grant permission unless material considerations
indicate otherwise — taking into account whether:

e Anyadverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and demonstrably outweigh
the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework
taken as a whole; or

e  Specific policies in that Framework indicate that development should be restricted.

1 West Berkshire District Local Plan 1991 - 2006 available at www.westberks.gov.uk



