MID AND WEST BERKSHIRE 
LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

Minutes of Meeting of the Forum  
Held Online via Zoom

2 pm Wednesday 20 May 2020 
Present: Janice Bridger (Chair), Margaret Pawson, Jan Heard, Graham Smith, Chris Marriage, Helena Barker, Angus Ross, Nicola Greenwood, Tony Vickers, Simon Pike, Julian Le Patourel, Mark Bullen, Carole Ruse, Roger Penfold, Jed Ramsay, 
In Attendance: Sandra Griffin (Secretary), Elaine Cox (West Berks Council), Natalie Lucas (Reading Borough Council), Andrew Fletcher (Wokingham Borough Council), Steve Vale (Ramblers), John Walmsley, Connor Clark, Grant Baker, Ruth Cottingham (Chair Hermitage PC)
Apologies for absence: None
Local authority notation: WBC - Wokingham Borough Council

                                        WBDC – West Berkshire District Council

                                        RBC – Reading Borough Council 
1: WELCOME TO FORUM MEMBERS AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Janice Bridger welcomed everyone including members of the public and thanked Simon Pike for use of his Zoom account. 

It was agreed that members of the public are welcome to contribute to the discussion, but they are asked to wait until Forum members have had their say.
Public participation – questions from the public.

 No questions.
2: ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERSHIP
Just one expression of interest in the post of Chair received from Simon Pike, following a very brief discussion amongst the members it was wholeheartedly agreed to accept his application for Chair. Proposer Janice Bridger, Seconded by Tony Vickers and Margaret Pawson.

Jan Heard went on to thank Janice Bridger for her long-standing service and mentioned that a collection is underway for a gift once normal meetings are resumed.

It was agreed that Janice Bridger would continue to Chair this meeting and Simon Pike would take over immediately after the meeting.

No applications received for post of Vice Chair, Jan Heard willing to continue in the role if no one else came forward.  Proposer Janice Bridger, Seconded by Mark Bullen and Julian Le Patourel.

Chris Marriage has resigned from the Forum after many years of service and was thanked by the Chair for his direct and no-nonsense approach. Landowners need to be recruited onto the Forum to ensure a balanced approach, it is hoped that Grant Baker from Sutton Estates, here today will join.

There are 7 members of the Forum at the end of their term, 

ACTION 2/1: all please let Sandra Griffin (Secretary) know by email if you are willing to continue for a further term or not.

ACTION 2/2: Elaine Cox, Sandra Griffin to make necessary recruitment arrangements. 

3: Declaration of members’ interests with respect to agenda items
None declared
4: Confirmation of acceptance of minutes from January 2020 meeting.
The minutes, which had been distributed to members previously for corrections, were accepted as a true record.
ACTIONS & MATTERS ARISING FROM Jan 2020 (not on current agenda)
READING BOROUGH COUNCIL ROWIP REVISION

ACTION 5: Julian Le Patourel and Roger Penfold to make a sub-group to keep a watching brief on developments and report back to Forum via email between meetings if required.

JLP has been in contact with both RBC and Roger Penfold seeking a consultation document.  Ongoing Agenda Item

READING DEFINITIVE PLAN: 2 NEW ROUTES

ACTION 7: Julian Le Patourel to continue to investigate any documentary evidence and process for adding paths to the Definitive Map.

JLP comments there is no further update due to current restrictions in place. Best route forward is consultation process rather than seeking evidence and then making an application. Natalie commented the consultation has been delayed due to COVID

Ongoing Agenda Item.
AUTOMATED VEHICLE CONSULTATION

ACTION 8: Jan Heard to respond by the deadline.

JH Response submitted by deadline.
WOKINGHAM ROWIP REVISION
ACTION 9: Andrew Fletcher to share the final document once it is adopted in March. 

AF shared the final document and link to website
WEST BERKSHIRE DC ROWIP REVISION

ACTION 12/1: Elaine Cox to email the project brief to Forum

Done as part of the report for May

ACTION 12/2: Ongoing Agenda Item

PLAN REGARDING VEHICULAR DAMAGE ON BUCKLEBURY COMMON
ACTION13/1: Mark Bullen to communicate with interested parties - Ongoing 

Mark to discuss Education days further with Elaine, also a potential site visit to review signage.

ACTION 13/2: Mark Bullen to take over from Chris Marriage from May 2020 - Completed
Chris has introduced Mark to Simon Barnett. Simon is the Clerk to the Bucklebury Common Advisory Committee.
WEST BERKSHIRE COUNCIL ENFORCEMENT POLICY

ACTION 14: Janice Bridger and Tony Vickers to meet with Paul Hendry.
Meeting still to be arranged.  JB feels that a meeting would be best if based on something in writing. The ploughing & cropping policy of WBC is available but needs broadening to other enforcement issues. JB plans to seek copies of enforcement policies of adjacent Councils.
LONG STANDING PROW ISSUES

Broad View Farm:   

ACTION 16/2: Elaine Cox to ascertain if the diversion can be implemented by a third party. 

WDBC can make the order if it wishes – but at its own expense

Streatley FP 21: 

ACTION 16/3: Elaine Cox to approach WBDC Ecologist about a meeting with Margaret Pawson on-site.

Completed by MP see Agenda item 16, Streatley FP21 report, para3 
ACCESS AND FUTURE FARM PAYMENTS POST BREXIT 

ACTION 17/1: Janice Bridger to draft letter and circulate to Forum members. 

Corresponded with Newbury MP (see May agenda paper). Other Forum members contacted their own MP’s
ACTION 17/2: Simon Pike to disseminate further information by email.

Outstanding
DRAFT ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY 2020-2030

ACTION 18: Tony Vickers to draft a response from the Forum and submit it by the deadline of 21st February 2020
MWBLAF response submitted.
FORUM MEMBERSHIP FROM MAY 2020 & OFFICERS 
ACTION 23/1: Janice Bridger to write a thank you letter to Patrick Todd. Done
ACTION 23/2: Forum members to appoint new Chair May agenda
ACTION 23/3: Forum members to consider approaching known landowners to join the Forum.

ACTION 23/4: Sandra Griffin (Secretary) to chase up the application received recently from 4x4 user. Done
ACTION 23/5: Janice Bridger to ask local Cycle UK groups about sending a cycling representative to join the Forum. Outstanding
5: WORKING GROUPS OF THE FORUM
With the exception of the Disabled working group, which is very active, it was agreed to disband other groups with a fixed membership and then create a group when one is required.  Tony Vickers has suggested that an Education and Communication group would be useful which he is happy to Chair.

6: REPRESENTATION OF THE FORUM ON OTHER BODIES – Local Access Forums
Following a discussion about the relevance and need to keep in touch with neighbouring groups

Oxfordshire: it was agreed that Carole Ruse would take over from Chris Marriage, Chris happy to email and introduce Carole.  

Bracknell Forest: Simon Pike will contact the group, Nicola Greenwood lives in the area and would be happy to be kept in touch, Mark Bullen has local contacts as well. 

HCAF: Helena Barker will continue to monitor minutes and website and attend meetings intermittently.

West Berks Commons: 

Greenham & Crookham, Helena Barker to stand down and Tony Vickers to take over. Keeping track of meetings has been problematic but going forward it should be easier; Tony is in contact with Paul Hendry by email.

Bucklebury: Mark Bullen
The representatives on the other commons committees to remain the same, ie. Padworth (Graham Smith); Snelsmore (Janice Bridger), Wokefield (Margaret Pawson).

Hungerford Common: Jed Ramsey is a Forum member and Chief Executive of the Town & Manor of Hungerford.
7: WEST BERKS ROWIP AND LCWIPs for WBDC, WBC & RBC.

Elaine Cox stated that a consultant has been approached for the West Berks ROWIP, the procurement process is in hand.  The brief supplied is very wide ranging particularly with engagement with local people and local councils.  Views previously expressed by the Forum are in hand and will be considered. WBC’s LCWIP is being prepared.  RBC is proceeding in a similar way. Tony Vickers commented that WBDC review will be potentially overdue if the process takes 18-24 months.  Elaine Cox responded that WBDC has a good ROWIP in place but are obliged to review the whole document which is a laborious process hence the decision to employ a consultant.  Congratulations to Andrew Fletcher for the amendments made to WBC’s ROWIP.  Chris Marriage suggested government money may be available to fund the ROWIP but Simon Pike said that is not the case.

Jan Heard participated in the consultation for WBC pilot scheme. Focus is on urban area currently, once the focus shifts to the rural area the Forum will be consulted on.

There is some concern that WBDC Highways Department will facilitate the delivery of the LCWIP and therefore it may not come to the attention of the Forum.  Elaine Cox stated that it will be run by the Transport and Countryside Officers and she will contact them to recommend they acknowledge the ROWIP and consult the Forum.

There is some concern from some Forum members that By-Ways maybe being taken over for cyclists. Nicola Greenwood has completed a study in Wokingham whereby footpaths are being encroached on by cyclists and that urban often means 5 miles outside of the towns indicating that horse riders may also become disadvantaged over cyclists as well especially if there is a change of surface. Additionally, TRO’s have been put in place against motor vehicle users in South Oxfordshire.  It is also noted the increasing use of footpaths being used by cyclists; education is required.

Nicola Greenwood submitted a paper identifying important considerations for Active Travel in Wokingham and identified a number of public footpaths to open up to cyclists and horse riders to improve the off-road network for them, what is needed are routes from the surrounding villages to improve links between villages, community centres, schools and into the town centre, for example in Finchampstead the kids have no route to cycle to the secondary school, the residents cannot get to the local shops or the community centre which are no more than 1 mile away.
ACTION 7/1: Andrew Fletcher to provide update to the Forum of the pilot scheme.

ACTION 7/2: Elaine Cox to contact Transport and Countryside Officers re Forum being interested in the consultation process.

ACTION 7/3: Elaine Cox and Tony Vickers consultee’s regarding the LCWIP

ACTION 7/4: Janice Bridger to draft a paper on the impact of cycling issues / LCWIP on use of public rights of way for all user groups.
8. WEST BERKS COUNCIL CASE PROGRAMME FOR 2020/21
The link was circulated prior to the meeting of the Forum, although the LAF was not consulted on as it was approved between the Forum meetings, Janice Bridger commented that it was a most comprehensive plan and that it needed no additions from the Forum.  Carole Ruse felt it is an ambitious to-do list, Elaine Cox responded that it will of course be subject to budget and she also gave a detailed analysis of the ongoing staffing problems within WBDC.  ROWIP has around 70 priorities, double starred items are the focus however progress is admittedly quite slow.  The agenda is only going to get bigger and will require greater resources.  Some money from development (mainly CIL) is now going directly to Parish/Town councils some of whom return it Councils to utilize their expertise.  Some Parish Councils may not be aware of WBDC aims and therefore a greater link-up would be beneficial.

Ruth Cottingham (observer) commented that there was guidance for Parish Councils on how the money may be spent. 

9. NEW ACCESS IN WEST BERKSHIRE

Ruth Cottingham (Chair, Hermitage PC), mentioned Eling Way is a great achievement with fantastically positive comments, needs an extension in both directions.   There was discussion about including suggestions for more off-road paths in the Hermitage Neighbourhood Development Plan, along the lines that  the Arborfield and Barkham Neighbourhood Plan has done but it was not clear if there was interest in doing this.
9a. SNELSMORE LINK

Janice Bridger has knowledge of a resident who is against the plan, she will send a summary to the individual and offer to meet them if required. West Berkshire Highways have been consulted and suggested there are corral areas on both sides of the path and warning signs for road users

ACTION 9a/1: Janice Bridger to send summary to the local resident.

10. GREENHAM COMMON FP TO THE CONTROL TOWER
The Forum supports the idea in principle, Simon Pike to confirm areas of responsibility over the common.  Tony Vickers has had a meeting with Greenham Common Trust who are willing to co-operate with the FP.  No input from WBDC so far, Paul Hendry is aware of the proposal. 
ACTION 10: Simon Pike to confirm areas of responsibility with WBDC and then forward proposal to WDBC and GC Trust

11. SMART MOTORWAY UPDATE

No further update

ACTION 11: Jan Heard to circulate latest correspondence.

12. WOKINGHAM BC GREENWAYS

Very comprehensive project begun in 2015 and ahead of the game. Not an LCWIP project but covers many of the principles. Problem areas are now being identified eg Coles Lane/Coombe Lane being unable for use by mechanical vehicles. TRO’s are planned to make it a traffic free area.  There is not always sufficient space for a greenway and a parallel byway as every tree would need to be felled to create the space, going against the whole idea. Landowners have been approached with no success.  Mark Bullen commented that vehicle users have lost a significant part of their route and asked for a different route to be considered.  Andrew Fletcher stated all routes have been considered and rejected. Regarding timescales, the design is almost complete except for Bridge brief for the Ford.  It is anticipated that Route B will be completed in 2021 and the overall plan in 2026.  Angus Ross regularly walks Route B and rarely sees a vehicle (may recently be due to COVID), are there any traffic counts anticipated as understanding usage is key?

Wokingham LCWIP is in the draft stage and covers the town centre, the Forum will be asked to consult on it.     
ACTION 12/1: Andrew Fletcher to circulate the options considered and discounted and those still being considered for the Coombes byway/greenway.
ACTION 12/2: Andrew Fletcher to contact traffic teams to ascertain actual usage counts.
13. ARBORFIELD & BARKHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Excellent Neighbourhood plan minimising traffic on unsuitable roads. Input from members of the public and Greenways development including lots of research.  Congratulations to Jan Heard for sticking with it.  Laurence Heath to be asked to come and speak very generally for 10 minutes prior to our next meeting in Wokingham

ACTION 13: Jan Heard to ask Laurence to speak for 10 minutes in Wokingham
14. SHINFIELD FOOTPATH 12 DIVERSION
Discussion led by Angus Ross as to whether FP12 should be extinguished if it is being built over and diverted.  Janice Bridger commented if it was extinguished then it would disappear entirely from the definitive map. Currently the FP with a natural surface runs through an area of green space but it is due to be redeveloped shortly for a large housing project and to be covered in tarmac. The path will benefit the local school and become a walking and cycling route.  Individuals and groups are able to make an objection once the Order is made through the usual channel. The Forum feels that the public is losing out on this proposed diversion and the recommendation is that it should be made available to all non-motorised users. Nicola Greenwood’s paper is quite a visionary document regarding changes to footpaths in general rather than FP12 specifically.
ACTION 14:  Andrew Fletcher to take the Forum’s comments back to the consultation.

15. SUBMISSION TO THE LAW SOCIETIES’ AUTOMATED VEHICLES CONSULTATION
Jan Heard was thanked for keeping an eye on the consultation. Ongoing consideration including use of electric vehicles and disability scooters.  E vehicles are currently a burgeoning market and could have some impact on PROW’s eventually. ADEPT will be commenting eventually on the use of these vehicles, the Forum will be asked to comment. Currently there is a limit on the cc capacity on PROW’s.  Note E bikes are limited to the pedal power of mountain bikes.

ACTION 15: Jan Heard to continue to monitor consultation.

16. UPDATES ON LONG STANDING RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES IN WEST BERKS
SHAW 3: Tony Vickers has walked the path during lockdown and suggests the real solution is to divert the path, in consultation with the landowner, away from the area where the slurry collects.  Elaine Cox stated that WDBC are in consultation with the landowner to this effect.
BROAD VIEW FARM: No further update. There was to be a meeting with the landowner & WBDC to identify an additional footpath to counter the objections to the proposed diversion for walkers but this was postponed due to COVID.

STREATLEY FP: Situation remains unchanged in that 2/3 of the path can be walked until reaching the substantial waterway crossing the path.   WBDC are making ongoing attempts to improve the drainage and have every intention of reopening the FP fully.  Natural England and the Environment Agency need consulting before any further action. At present the intention is NOT to extinguish it.

ACTION 16: Elaine Cox to take the next steps of consulting the Environment Agency and Natural England regarding Streatley FP. 

17. FUTURE FARM PAYMENTS POST BREXIT
Agriculture Bill went through the House of Lords last week and public paths were not mentioned although public access was.  Local MP Laura Farris has had a response from the Secretary of State in response to our letter to her.
Environment Bill, Simon Pike has put in a suggestion but not sure at what point it is at currently.  Environmental Land Management Scheme is replacing farm payments but consultation has currently been stopped.  They are seeking ideas e.g. getting paid for public walking paths, consultation to remain open.  

ACTION 17:   Forum to consider what they want to promote as a priority DEFRA will go for the easy option.

18. READING COUNCIL ROWIP & LCWIP

The LCWIP proposal has been out for consultation since 4th May, The Forum has not been asked to respond formally but now is the time even without an invitation.

Currently there is nothing to consider regarding the ROWIP, Natalie will bring it to the attention of the Forum when it requires comment.

ACTION 18/1: Julian to seek views from members and collate and submit them prior to the deadline of 30th August 2020.

ACTION 18/2: Natalie to advise once the ROWIP requires comments.

19. COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS & COVID 19
Extensive report written by Tony Vickers and circulated to members.  Local authority Officers to offer their views then comments from Landowners.  COVID restrictions are here to stay, group rides and walks to stop indefinitely.  Local advice is key, national advice is not necessarily relevant.  The Forum together with Local Authorities need to confer regarding accessing the countryside and educating users.  Margaret Pawson commented that walkers near her property have been adhering to the rules currently in place. There is some confusion currently regarding gates, some landowners are tying them open to reduce the possibility of the virus spreading from person to person.  NFU guidance states that an alternative path should be available for users to avoid high risk areas although the original path should also remain open.  Elaine Cox commented that new users are accessing the countryside and therefore education is required for all users for the new way, WBDC has a page online, any comments are welcome.

20. DISABLED ACCESS WORKING GROUP
The Forum is happy to endorse the comments from Helena Barker.

21. CROSS-BOUNDARY LIAISON WITH NEIGHBOURING LAFS
Nothing to report as most groups are currently not meeting due to Covid restrictions.

Carol Ruse to take over from Chris Marriage for Oxon once meetings resume. Many thanks to Chris for all his work and interest over the years. 

ACTION 21: Chris Marriage to email an introduction for Carole Ruse.
22. WEST BERKS COMMONS
Nothing to report as most groups are currently not meeting due to Covid restrictions.

Some discussion regarding whether the Forum has a place at Greenham, although it is being included as a member of the Commission.

Bucklebury Common has been passed onto Mark Bullen, thank you to Chris Marriage for his work and interest and for introducing Mark by email.  Their next meeting is due to take place on 11th August, Mark is hoping to attend particularly from the view point of TRO’s  WBDC are re-considering criteria for TRO’s.

23. FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME / HORIZON SCANNING
Ask Laurence Heath and Patricia Marks if they would like to present to the Forum

ACTION 23: Jan Heard to contact Laurence (see item 13) and Sandra Griffin to contact Patricia.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Regarding Agenda item 13, Jan Heard will draft a letter for Forum members to send to their local Parish Councils showing suggestions and possibilities for using CIL money for improving ROW’s.  The rule regarding CIL money states it must be used for the benefit of the members of the Parish in consultation with residents.

Spring Farm, Purley: There are so many issues a proper paper needs presenting to the Forum before it can be discussed.  Purley FP11 Public enquiry in July.

Meeting closed at 17.05 
Wed 23rd Sep 2020: Wokingham; Andrew Fletcher to book room please
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