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The Country Code

Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work
Guard against all risk of fire

Fasten all gates

Keep your dogs under close control

Keep to public paths across farmland

Use gates and stiles to cross fences, hedges and walls
Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone

Take your litter home

Help to keep all water clean ;s
Protect wildlife, plants and trees

Take special care on country roads

Make no unnecessary noise

Looking east along the Ridgeway near Scutchamer Knob

PARKING: The car park on the Ridgeway near the Wantage
Monument has space for several horse boxes. It is 3 miles south
of Wantage on the east side of the B4494, Wantage to Newbury
road. There is an alternative car park on the Ridgeway at Bury
Down, on the road from West lisley to the A34 near Chilton. For
advice on security, contact the BHS officer (see below).

DISTANCE: The route is 21 miles long and should take from 4
to 6 hours to ride. Some possible short cuts are marked on the
route map. This also shows all the minor roads and rights of
way, in case you wish to devise a shorter route yourself.

CONDITIONS: The route follows rights of way and quiet lanes.
Some sections may be muddy and rutted, and there are narrow
paths through hedges and:woodland. Bring suitable clothing for
the exposed ridge-top tracks.

Greening Beautiful Berkshire

Berkshire County Council runs a campaign to conserve and
enharice the county’s environment and to encourage others
to do the same, under the banner of “Greening Beautiful
Berkshire.” The campaign promotes a range of initiatives
concerned with:

SAFETY: Take care when crossing main roads and on the lanes; @ Reducing pollution, including litter
reflective clothing is advisable. Racehorses on the gallops (stage .
2 of the route) may startle your horse, but they usually ride only ® Helping to conserve global resources

in the early morning. @ Making Berkshire’s environment safe, diverse and

WAYMARKS: The route is marked at each junction by a symbal attractive
on signposts and waymarks (see the route map key), except For further information about the “Greening Beautiful
along the Ridgeway, which is already clearly marked. Berkshire” campaign, please contact County Environment at

MAPS: For the general area, see Ordnance Survey Landranger Berkshire County Council, Shire Hall, Shinfield Park,
sheet 174. For more detail, see OS Pathfinder sheets 1154, Reading, RG2 9XA (Tel. 0118 9234158).
1155, 1170 and 1171.

REFRESHMENTS: Pubs: West lisley, Peasemore,
Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth. Shop: West lisley. Tap and
trough: on the Ridgeway near the Wantage Monument (there are
no streams anywhere on the route).

ACCOMMODATION: The Court Hill Youth Hostel & Ridgeway
Centre has stables and parking; for bookings, phone 012357
60253. Contact the BHS officer for other possibilities.

CONTACTS: British Horse Society (BHS) Bridleways Officer for
Berkshire: Mrs P. Reid, 01367 820272; Ridgeway Officer:
01865 810224, Vet: Ridgeway Veterinary Group, 01488 71002.

OTHER RIDES: lisley Downs Riding Route (leaflet available from
Babtie, see the back cover). The BHS book, Ridgeway Downs on
Horseback, describes 14 more trails in this area. The Ridgeway
National Trail provides a 43-mile route, west of the Thames. !

This leaflet was produced for Berkshire County Council by
Babtie Public Services Division (planning and transportation
consultants). For further information about this and other
leaflets, please contact Babtie at Shire Hall, Shinfield Park,
Reading, RG2 9XG (Tel. 0118 9758844).
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