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Where Are We Now?

1 Introduction to the Management Plan

Linear Park is an important green space for many residents in Calcot and the strength of
the OFriendsd group demon s teringptoteding i esingthis de | o
beautiful open space in an otherwise built up area. The management plan for this park
has been produced through close consultation between West Berkshire Council,
Holybrook Parish Council, the Friends of Linear Park and local residents and park users.
The plan addresses the key issues affecting this open space and focuses on improving
the park to make it accessible to all.

This management plan is closely linked to the Holybrook Parish Council Plan and it works
in unison to improve the parish. The Parish Council Plan was created through sending
out a questionnaire to all homes in the Parish. 700 or 27% of the questionnaires sent out
were completed and returned. The responses provided important information about the
strengths and the weaknesses of the area including the importance of Linear Park. From
the responses received, this management plan has been able to focus on the positives
and negatives that users encounter while in the park and create an achievable plan for
improvement. Further consultation has been carried out with key stakeholders:

Holybrook Parish Council

Ward Members

Council Officers

Friends of the Linear Park Group

Holybrook Community Centre

Continental Landscapes Ltd (grounds maintenance contractor since January 2018)
(formerly ISS Facilities Services)

BBOWT (Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust)
Walking the Way to Health Coordinator and Walk Leaders

Local residents

Volunteer Groups i Reading Outdoor Group, CROW

Local Football Clubs

Further copies of the plan are available by contacting Paul Hendry, see below for details.
The plan can al so be f oun dwwwestbérks.gov.uRBo(keg ci | 6 s
OLi nedr imarok the search engine).

Address:
Transport & Countryside Tel: 01635 519858
West Berkshire Council
Market Street Email :

Newbury paul.hendry@westberks.gov.uk
Berkshire RG14 5LD



http://www.westberks.gov.uk/

2 Site Plan

Name of Site:

Linear Park

Address: Charrington Road, Calcot, Berkshire, RG31 7AW

Name:

Holybrook Linear Park

Grid Reference:

SU659713

Area

36 Hectares

Tenure

The site is owned and managed by West Berkshire Council working in
partnership with Holybrook Parish Council and the Friends of Linear Park.
Tel: 01635 519675 www.westberks.gov.uk

Site Description

The park covers 36 hectares of woodland, river basin and meadow
grassland. The park is adjacent to two housing estates known locally as
Beansheaf to the west and Fords Farm to the east. Mill lane divides the
two estates. The west section of the park provides sports pitches, the
Beansheaf Community Centre, a basketball court, skate park, changing
rooms, a Yy o wudpor phelterp2 pey@grounds for 5-12 year olds,
grass meadows, sedgebeds, woodland, river and the main car park. The
east section of the park offers 3 further play areas for 3-14 year olds, a trim
trail, balancing ponds, walkways, access to river and open park land.

The main access is via Charrington Road although there are a further 27
access points.

Access

The park can be accessed by car and cycle via Charrington Road. Cycle
access is also available from all other access points. Pedestrians can
access the park via 28 access points spread throughout both sections of
the park. See park map on page 6 for locations.

Toilets

There are 24hr accessible toilet facilities located at the Beansheaf Centre
which can be accessed with a RADAR key. Toilet facilities are available in
the Beansheaf Centre for all Centre users.

By Car

From Newbury, continue along the A4 Bath Road towards Reading. After
crossing M4, turn right at first roundabout into Charrington Road. and follow
sign for Linear Park.

From Reading, follow the A4 towards Newbury, on entering Calcot, turn left
at traffic lights onto Charrington Road. Bear right at next roundabout and
follow sign for Linear Park.

By Bus

Reading buses, premier route 26 from Reading and Calcot provides a
service stopping along Fords Farm and Beansheaf. For more information,
seach Reading travel info.



http://www.westberks.gov.uk/

Map of Park

Linear Park




3 History of the Local Area

3.1 The River Holy Brook

There is record of the Holy Brook in the Doomsday Book (1086). The Holy Brook was
originally a natural branch of the Kennet. It was harnessed as a serial millstream and
supplied water to Reading Abbey, founded in 1121.

The Holy Brook is about six miles in length and for most of its length the brook is
surrounded by beautiful meadows and ancient hedgerows. The last mile of the brook now
courses beneath Reading town centre, emerging again where it joins the River Kennet at
the Abbey Mill.

3.2 The Parish of Holybrook

Holybrook parish was created in the year 2000. It was formerly the eastern tip of the
parish of Theale, which then became separated by the M4 motorway.

The village of Calcot (previously known as Calcot Green) used to belong to the Manor of
Tilehurst. It is now shared between the parishes of Holybrook and Tilehurst.

The parish now mainly consists of two large housing developments, Fords Farm and
Beansheaf, which were built on farmland in the 1970s and 1980s.



4 Management Structure

Linear Park is managed by West B e r ({GMhteam,ewvhich @cwrandyifdrnispart@fr ounds Ma
the Transportand Countryside Ser vi ceworksTimpgartn€ship withiHolybreok Bavish Ceuacih
and the Friends of Linear Park in the management of the park.











































































































































































































































































